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fection, and the danger was at once too imminent, to
allow of such combination. Each church was therefore
tested by itself; beyond itself it could look for no sup-
port. If its own principles were not sufficient to sustain
it, in the awful moment when the enemy would present
to its choice the terrible alternative of death or apos-
tasy, then it must perish.

And what was its choice ? What, when not merely
life was threatened, but when the honour of wife and
daughter was assailed ? What, when the lisping infant
was not even safe, but was about to be dashed to pieces
by the inhuman foe ? What, when the savage torture,
which .exhausted all the ingenuity of a depraved heart,
was staring its members in the face ? What was its
choice then, I ask ? Was indecision manifested ? or a
cowed, truckling spirit? or an absence of faith in an
Almighty Friend ? I thank Gocl that I need not an-
swer these questions. Their answer is already known
far and wide. In regard to many of the native Chris-
tians the language of the apostle Paul is justly applica-
ble, when in the prospect of the persecutions he was
about to encounter on his journey to Jerusalem, he
exclaimed, "None of these things move me, neither count
I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my
course with joy/'

Nor is tiiis- mere vaunt and display. The record of
the faith and firmness, and of the calm, heroic, Chris-
tian demeanour which the native brethren evinced when
in the hands of the enemy, and during the long season
of their distress, has not been lost Some have doubt-